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Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and Your Child
What is SSI?
Supplemental Security Income is a monthly payment that can be used to off-set the costs of caring for a child ( ages birth to 18 years )  with special health care needs or a disability.   The maximum monthly payment  in 2008 is $679 per month.  This amount will be reduced, based on the household income). SSI payments are available for children under age 18 who are blind, disabled, and whose family income fall within a certain amount to qualify.  The Social Security Administration is the agency that runs the SSI program.  
Who qualifies to get SSI?
The Social Security Administration has a strict definition of disability for children.  It requires that the child must have a physical or mental disability that seriously limits his or her activities of daily living.  The second condition is that the disability must have lasted, or be expected to last, at least 1 year or be expected to result in death. For children with disabilities, they are covered under SSI up to age 18, but SSI reviews are usually done every 3 years to ensure your child still qualifies.  Your family’s income and resources will also be taken into account in determining if your child qualifies. Once your child turns 18, however, your family’s income and resources no longer affect your child’s eligibility so they may re-apply for SSI at that time.  They are then considered a family of one.
How can I  apply?
Schedule an appointment  to apply over the phone.  You do not need to apply in person at the Social Security Office.  For the appointment you will need to gather all the information the SSA needs to determine if your child is eligible.  You will need the following:
· Your child’s social security number

· You child’s diagnosis, conditions, limitations. 
· Names, phone and current addresses of doctors and other providers, including schools or Birth to Three Providers.
· All hospitals where your child has been treated

As part of the application process, you will be sent release forms for each of the providers you list, so that SSA can have records sent.  Make as complete a list as possible.  
The number to call to apply is toll-free: 1-800-772-1213 or TTY: 1800-325-0778

Best days, times to call are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, first thing in the morning if possible.  This line is often busy. 

Remember:  
To qualify for SSI, you need to show the significance of your child’s disability.  For example: A child with mild cerebral palsy who is able to walk without assistance and has no other major functional limitations may not qualify for SSI.  Although the process of applying can take a long time, the steps are not difficult.  If you have trouble gathering all the information needed, apply anyway, as the SSA can help get the needed information. Any reports, records and professionals who can provide information about your child’s disability and the limitations resulting from that disability should send records to SSA to support your application.  Send as much information as you are able to provide.
There are certain conditions that automatically qualify to begin receiving payments during the time it takes for the SSA to determine if your child qualifies.  The SSA will begin making payments to you right away and will continue for up to 6 months, or until the SSA makes a decision about your qualification.  If your child is found eligible, the payments will continue.  If your child is found to be ineligible, the payments will cease, but you will not be responsible to repay the agency for the previous payments.  

The following conditions are some of those that automatically qualify to begin receiving SSI payments:

· HIV or AIDS Infection

· Total Blindness

· Total Deafness

· Cerebral Palsy

· Down Syndrome

· Muscular Dystrophy

· Severe Intellectual Disability (child age 7 or older)

· Birth Weight below 2lbs. 10 oz ( From birth to 30 days out of hospital)
. 
Income Limits
This is a program for low income families. (see income chart below).  SSA  may also count a portion of a stepparent’s income and resources if the child lives with both a natural or adoptive parent and a stepparent. .  

	Gross monthly income BELOW the dollar amounts* shown means a disabled child may be eligible for SSI benefits.

* Amounts given are general guidelines only.

	Number of
ineligible
children in
household
	All income is earned
	All income is unearned

	
	One parent in
household
	Two parents in
household
	One parent in
household
	Two parents in
household

	0
	$ 2,821
	$ 3,495
	$ 1,388
	$ 1,725

	1
	$ 3,158
	$ 3,832
	$ 1,725
	$ 2,062

	2
	$ 3,495
	$ 4,169
	$ 2,062
	$ 2,399

	3
	$ 3,832
	$ 4,506
	$ 2,399
	$ 2,736

	4
	$ 4,169
	$ 4,843
	$ 2,736
	$ 3,073

	5
	$ 4,506
	$ 5,180
	$ 3,073
	$ 3,410

	6
	$ 4,843
	$ 5,517
	$ 3,410
	$ 3,747


What happens after I apply?
SSA will send you forms to sign so that doctors professionals  and school programs can provide them with information about your child’s disability.  The SSA sends your information to the Disability Determination Services office in your state where they will review your child’s records and your family income information and make a decision as to whether or not your child qualifies to receive SSI payments.  It can take between 3 and 5 months for the SSA to make a decision about your child.  If the Disability Determination Services office needs further information to make a decision about your child, they may ask for an interview or for further evaluation and testing of your child, which they will pay for. 
Appeals
If your child is denied SSI, request an appeal immediately.  Many children are found eligible after initially being denied.  If your child’s SSI is terminated, appeal the decision. SSI benefits for children are often reinstated. You should appeal a denial if you feel that the determination of your child’s disability was not accurate based on incomplete or inaccurate information.  If you are denied because you are over income, you can appeal if the information used for the denial was inaccurate.  
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